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René Descartes, La Géométrie, 1637
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William Playfair, Commercial and Political Atlas, 1786
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John Snow, On the Mode of Communication of Cholera,
1854 - n

Snow tracked cholera cases in
1854 outbreak and displayed
them clustered around a single
London well

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Snow-cholera-map-1.jpg



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Snow-cholera-map-1.jpg

Florence Nightingale, Diagram of the causes of mortality in
the army in the East, 1858

nghtmgale led a field hOSpital DIAEGRAM or iz €AUSES or MORTALITY i

2.
APRIL 1855 10 MARCH 1856 IN THE ARMY IN THE EAST.

during Crimean War, reported
to the government on poor
conditions causing deaths from ' ' e
typhus, cholera etc 4 : v

BULCARIA

%
®,
v 9gg
o
e e

The Areas of the ue; red, & black wedges are cach measured. from
the centre as e comemon. perter. 2

The blue wedges measured from the centre of the cirele rqpresent area:
for area the deaths from-Preventiie ar Miligable Lymoti discases, the
red wedges measured om the centre the deaths (vom. words; &the
black wedges measured. from the cenire the deaths from all other causes.

The back line acress thered briangle iri Nev? 1854 markes the beundary
o the. deaths from all. dther cavses during the montl:

I Orclober 1854, & April #855-the black area comcids wdle the red; B
n-January & Febyruary 85 the blue comncides with e blad: LA Yvn S

The entire areas may be compared by lillowing the blee, therved & the Hye,
Hack lines enclasing them:

3 s  lorutiin LS $ Hartins Enr

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nightingale-mortality.jpg



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nightingale-mortality.jpg

Charles Minard, Figurative Map of the successive losses in
men of the French Army in the Russian campaign
1812-1813, 1869
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Minard.png



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Minard.png

Pierre Emile Levasseur, 1876

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Levasseur_cartogram.png
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Levasseur_cartogram.png

Otto Neurath, Gesellschaft und Wirtschaft, 1930
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Mann, Bradley & Hughes: Northern hemisphere
temperatures during the past millennium[...] 1999

Hockey stick graph, created
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:T_comp_61-90.pdf CC BY-SA Klaus Bittermann; original article
http://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/bradley/mann1999.pdf
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Anderson & Daniels: Film Dialog from 2,000 Screenplays,
Broken Down by Gender and Age, 2016
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Gapminder
foundation, World
Health Chart
2019, 2020

Original version by Hans
Rosling in his 2006 TED
talk
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Other recent examples

Deadly pandemics in history
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/

Death from armed conflicts
https://stevenrattner.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/10.png (article)

Raw materials in your laptop
https://www.voronoiapp.com/natural-resources/Raw-materials-in-your-laptop-1892



https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/
https://stevenrattner.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/10.png
https://stevenrattner.com/article/new-york-times-these-10-charts-will-help-you-understand-2024/
https://www.voronoiapp.com/natural-resources/Raw-materials-in-your-laptop-1892

Additional resources

e Tableaux.com: Data is beautiful: 10 of the best data visualization examples
from history to today
https://www.tableau.com/learn/articles/best-beautiful-data-visualization-examp
les

e Michael Friendly: History of Data Visualization
https://friendly.qithub.io/HistDataVis/

e Hans Rosling The best stats you've ever seen (TED Talk)
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_the_best_stats_you_ve ever_seen



https://www.tableau.com/learn/articles/best-beautiful-data-visualization-examples
https://www.tableau.com/learn/articles/best-beautiful-data-visualization-examples
https://friendly.github.io/HistDataVis/
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen

